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Over the past few years, we have made some trips all the way to Sydney Australia to visit our family there. 
A special bonus was to discover the wonderful wildlife in Australia, very different from here in England.                     
For example, there are many more reptiles, and the most common one in the Sydney 
area is the Eastern Water Dragon (pictured). They are found in Eastern Australia and 
have been there for 20 million years! They live in the bush adjacent to streams, rivers, 
and lakes. Their diet is wide-ranging and includes fruit, fish, insects and small rodents. 
They themselves of course are prey to other creatures; the larger dragons grow to 
over 1m in length. They can move very rapidly, running or climbing quickly and can 
remain underwater for up to 90 mins. They are relatively easy to approach and are 
used to humans in busy areas like beaches. However due to over-familiarisation there are concerns about their 
numbers and they are now a protected species.  
 

It is sad that a creature who is well adapted in its niche, glorifying God, should be under threat from humankind. 
It is sad that the one species, homo sapiens, that uniquely has been given responsibility and the gift of freewill 
should be such a problem for it. Even more sadly, the Eastern Water Dragon is far from being an exception. Right 
across the world, including in Britain, nature is suffering severely from the effects of climate change, over-
exploitation and pollution. The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds pointed out recently that nearly 80 per 
cent of Britain’s most popular birds are in serious decline. For example, thrushes have shown a decline in numbers 
of 78 per cent in the last 40 years. 
 

We have just celebrated Easter when Christ died to forgive us our sins and to restore us from our fallenness to 
our place as special creatures of God. As his children we have been given a key role in bringing that future hope 
for the world. This includes the natural world.  Genesis 1 and 2 teaches us about our role as stewards of the earth. 
Jesus in telling the disciples how much they are valued, also reminds them that not a sparrow will fall to the 
ground without the Fathers knowledge (Matt 10, 28). Paul in Romans 8,21 tells us that “the creation itself will be 
set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God.”. Wow!! – part 
of our “glory” is to be involved, to be committed, not only to bringing Gods love to other people, but also to the 
whole planet. 

 

We are not all asked to be interested in wildlife, but we are as Christians, given responsibility for the planet and 
its plants and creatures so that they in their way can glorify God. As Christians we all have a role to play in looking 
at our own consumption, in looking to reduce our energy use, in living so that the earth will be able to replenish 
itself with all that we and our fellow creatures could need. May we encourage each other in practical ways of 
bringing Gods love to the planet.   
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YEAR OF PRAYER Wetherby, and Tadcaster Churches are hosting weekly Prayer Meetings 

Wetherby: Every Wednesday, 7pm – 7.20pm 
                      All are invited to join us. Please contact Revd Ann for the Zoom log on details. 

Tadcaster: Every Tuesday, 9.30am – 10am (join from 9.15am) 
                      All are invited to join us. Please contact Eileen Clarkson for the Zoom log on details. 

 

On Monday, Wednesday, and Friday mornings, at 8am. A great way to kick-start your day by joining  
with friends, in the presence of God, for 15-20 minutes of Morning Prayer on your telephone.  
Details, and a Service Sheet, have been sent out with an earlier newsletter, 
but please contact Rev Steve if you don’t have them and would like to join us. 
     

Worshipping Together – Online and in our buildings!! 
This Sunday, there will be a recorded Reflection, available from 7am, led by Sue Jakeman. 
Available via the Circuit Website and Face-Book pages. Also via Dial-a-Sermon 01937 228811. 
Some of our buildings will be open for Sunday services: Please check the ‘Plan’. 

Please, also check locally as you may be required to book, as space is limited. 
   

Radio 4 Sunday at 8:10 am, Sunday Worship ‘Third Sunday in Easter’. 
 
 

BBC1 Sunday at 11:30am, Sunday Morning Stories - Series 2: Episode 2. of 8 

Kate Bottley shares inspirational stories rooted in faith, hope and spirituality. 
 

BBC1 Songs of Praise ‘York’. 
Katherine Jenkins talks to the Archbishop of York, Stephen Cottrell, 

about the role of Christianity after lockdown, and comedian Frank Skinner reflects on his relationship with God. 
 

30 life-changing miles in 30 days, for the 30% of children living in poverty  

Action for Children have set up a “30 Days Your Way” challenge during the month of April 

asking volunteers to walk, run, cycle or swim 30 miles.  I have signed up for the challenge to 

walk at least 30 miles over the course of the month, along with Andrew. 

We have had a good start and are now in the second week.  The fundraising will help to support many 

vulnerable children and families at a time when we are unable to have our usual events.  

You can support this challenge online at 

https://givepenny.com/hilarymarshall_30_days_your_way_walking.  

Another way of donating is by sending a cheque to me payable to Action for Children.  Thank you. 

Hilary Marshall, 16 Congreve Way, Bardsey, Leeds, LS17 9BG. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

           If you would like to explore this week’s themes Luke 24.36b-48: ‘Open Minds’. 

                               You can find both Adult, and Children’s, worksheets on the BSMC Home Page: www.bostonspamethodistchurch.org.uk 

                                          If you would like to explore deeper, there is also a Bible Study available from the same place.  

rev.stevejay@gmail.com                or click here 

 
 

rev.stevejay@gmail.com                or click here 

 
 

 

Two ‘once in a lifetime’ opportunities! 

How about joining me on one of them? 
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