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Ideas and contributions
for future editions of
the Methodist Post 

are always welcome.
For the November issue, please send

copy by 10th October to:
jovernon1@gmail.com

Jo Vernon, Editor (01937 360016)
Don’t forget, the magazine is also
available to read on our website:

www.bostonspamethodistchurch.org.uk

Cover photograph: Jo Vernon
John Gibson 1790-1866

Suffer Little Children to Come to Me
This relief is displayed in Liverpool 

Cathedral and illustrates Mark 10: 13-14 – 
‘And they brought unto him little children, 

that he should touch them: and the disciples 
rebuked those that brought them. But when 
Jesus saw it he was moved with indignation, 
and said unto them, Suffer the little children 
to come to me; forbid them not; for of such 

is the kingdom of God.’
The work was executed between 1862 and 
1864. It was Gibson’s last completed work 

and one of his most ambitious.
The photograph shows the centre section only.

Minister’s 
Letter
Most days on Facebook I get a memory 
come up reminding me of events and 
special things which have happened over 
the past eight years or so since I joined.  
Seeing the photographs takes me straight 
back to the occasion and often ends in a 
conversation with those involved.

It is good to reminisce, and to revisit, 
those special times in our lives both with 
those involved and to share with others 
those experiences: creating extended 
memories for those not around at that time 
in our lives. 

It was these thoughts that came to my 
mind as I prepared to write this letter and 
then, sitting in my office, I noticed the Acer 
tree in our garden had started to change 
into its autumn colours and, beautiful 
though it is, it made me realise that at the 
end of this month the clocks go back as 
Daylight Saving Time ends.

I wonder how many of us wish that we 
could put the clocks back on our lives; 
perhaps to undo something that we did or 
said or to relive a special moment or time 
when everything seemed much simpler. 
Perhaps to make better use of our time or 
change the direction we followed? 

Don’t we sometimes wish that we could 
turn the clock back on some of the physical 
and mental habits that chain us to the past 
and prevent us doing what we know we 

ought? How many of us, as I do, wish we 
could shed our procrastination, or our 
indecisiveness, our inferiority complex, our 
financial worries, our physical addictions? 
But all of these have been built ‘brick-by-
brick’ over years of wrong choices – they 
are the part of our past that is present with 
us day after day.

Our Father God knew we would end 
up in this position; it was necessary if we 
were to have free wills. We had to have the 
opportunity to see the full out-working of 
choosing to put ourselves first. But there 
had to be some way to enable us to return 
to ‘square 1’ –  to erase the past’s effects 
on our present personality; choosing right 
means nothing unless its consequences 
completely replace the consequences of 
choosing wrong.

Turning the clock back is what happened 
on a cross outside Jerusalem when Jesus of 
Nazareth was executed. Timewise, this was 
just the crucifixion of another would-be 
national ‘messiah’ who would deliver the 
Jews from Roman oppression. Eternity-
wise, this was the historical expression of 
wiping the slate clean for the whole of the 
human race; and its complete renewal and 
resurrection in the timeless, space lessness 
of eternity.

So how do we turn the clock back?
Simply by believing in Christ and asking 

Him into our life. Once you accept Christ 
in your life and seek His forgiveness, then 
the past will be erased and, as you continue 
to walk in the ways of Christ, you will 
become more and more like Him.

You will not only put the clock back but 
will be able to live life in all its fullness and 
make the most of Day Light Saving Time 
and the rest of your life.

With every blessing
Rev Steve                                                                                                

In and around Boston Spa
2020 Calendar
This beautiful A4 calendar depicting local 
scenes is now available, priced at £7.
Proceeds from the sale will be split 
between Boston Spa Methodist Church 
and Wetherby and District Foodbank.

Further 
information 
from Jo Vernon, 
01937 360016
or jovernon1
@gmail.com

Fine and exclusive gifts for all occasions
Free gift wrapping service

Open Monday–Saturday, 9am-5pm

Gifted

182A High Street, Boston Spa, LS23 6BT   Tel: 01937 541600
www.giftedbostonspa.co.uk   info@giftedbostonspa.co.uk

also Little Gifted, 154 High Street, Boston Spa 01937 918300
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Wednesday 2nd October
2pm Women’s Friendship Group
 at St Mary’s Church with Mothers’
 Union: ‘A day in Windsor’
Sunday 6th October
10.30am Service of Holy Communion
 led by Revd Uell Kennedy
 with Mrs Barbara Hudson
 as Worship Leader
6.00pm Reflections Service
 (united service with Wetherby)
 led by Revd Steve Jakeman
Tuesday 8th October
2.00pm Women’s Friendship Group
 Speaker: Mrs Sue Jakeman
Wednesday 9th October
7.00pm Sacred Space – Reflective Worship
7.30pm Men’s Group – Mark Hallam
 “Highlights from 50 years of
 mountaineering”
Friday 11th October
12 noon Light lunches served prior to...
1.00pm Lunchtime Concert (see p.11)
Sunday 13th October
10.30am Morning Worship
 led by Revd Don Tuttell
4.00pm Tea Time Church, led by
 Revd Steve Jakeman with Sue
 Jakeman and Donald Milne

Diary Dates Tuesday 15th October
10.30am Evergreens Luncheon Club
18th-20th October
Flourish District Gathering, Scarborough
Sunday 20th October
10.30am Morning Worship (with Clifford)
 led by Mr David Mountain
Tuesday 22nd October
2.00pm MWiB – Dedication Service for
 Sunshine Money (see p. 20)
Wednesday 23rd October
7.00pm Sacred Space – Reflective Worship
Sunday 27th October
10.30am Service to launch ‘Talking Jesus’
 Revd Steve Jakeman
 and Donald Milne
Wednesday 30th October
3.30pm Messy Church
Remembrance Sunday – 10th November
10.00am Joint Service at St Mary’s
(please be seated by 9.45am)

Church Stewards
 6 Heather Grant, Joan Dyer
 13 Pauline O’Melia, Arthur Faulkner
 20 Val Woodhams, K/J Grimditch
 27 Barbara Hudson, Pauline O’Melia
Welcome Stewards
 6 Ken & Judith Grimditch
 13 Bob & Wendy Wade
 20 Joy & Les Ackroyd
 27 Joan Dyer, Pauline O’Melia
Flowers
 6 Barbara Hudson
 13 Betty Aspinall
 20 Ursula Turner
 27 Joan Dyer
Coffee
 6 Bob & Wendy Wade
 13 Ursula Turner, Eva Mills
 20 David & Barbara Parrott
 27 Ken & Judith Grimditch
Busy Bees
 2 Barbara Hudson
 9 Carmen Ashton
 16 Jackie Faulkner
 23 Judith Grimditch
 30 HALF TERM
Cleaning
 To 13 Jackie & Arthur Faulkner
14-27 Julie Thompson, Val Woodhams
 28 to
 10 Nov 

Les Kellett, Sheila Anderson

Church Rotas

Women’s Friendship Group
Mary Ibbotson, Audrey Owers

Welcome! Welcome! Welcome!
This August as the sun shone brightly, 
we celebrated two joyous occasions as 
we welcomed three children into the 
fellowship of the Christian Church.  Both 
occasions gave us, as a church, the privilege 
of being able to share these celebrations 
with the family and friends of Louie, 
Esmee and Oliver. 

On the 11th August we celebrated with 
Hayley and Matthew Barnfather at the 
Baptism of their son Louie, welcoming him 
into the wider church family.

On the 25th August we celebrated a double 
Baptism as cousins Esmee Dale with her 
parents Cristina Ramos and Jamie Dale 
and Oliver Jones with his parents Rebecca 
and Sam Jones were welcomed into the 
wider church family.

Postcards for MAF – Please keep bringing them.
Put them in the box downstairs or give them to Arthur.

Any age – we are aiming for 500.

Regular Weekly Events
Mondays
3.15pm Ping Pong Group
5.00pm Senior Table Tennis
Wednesdays
9.30-11am Busy Bees – for pre-school 
 children and their carers
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CLIFFORD

METHODIST CHURCH

The church is a bit tucked away behind Church View Mews,
but you can also reach us through a gate at the top of Nursery Way

Diary Dates
6th October
10.30am Morning Worship, led by Revd 

Steve Jakeman, with Mrs Sue 
Jakeman as Worship Leader

13th October
10.30am Service of Holy Communion,
 led by Revd Ken Marshall
18th-20th October
Flourish District Gathering, Scarborough
20th October
10.30am United Service at Boston Spa
27th October
10.30am Morning Worship, led by
 Mr Nick Payling

Vestry 6 David Barrow
 13 Michael Whaley
 27 David Mountain
Door 6 Sheila & Katy Biercamp
 13 Ros McCall, Catherine Catton
 27 Hazel Greenwood, Alison Smith
Flowers
 6 Alison Smith
 13 Ros McCall
 27 Carol Smith
Schoolroom Cleaning
  Margaret Suggate

Church Rotas

Happy Birthday
Jason Turner

Jonathan Barrow
Renee Ieronymakis

Tasha Ainstey

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH
Faith is not something to grasp,

it is a state to grow into.
Mahatma Gandhi

MURDER MYSTERY EVENING 
to be held on

Friday 11 October at 7pm
Lidgett Green Players will come along 
once again to produce the “murder” 

so come along and see if you can 
be the perfect detective!

Tickets, which include a 2-course meal, 
are £8 for adults and £3.50 for children, 

are available from Kathryn Whaley 
on 01937 845692.

Sunday 8 September was our Harvest 
Festival service led by Rev Steve Jakeman 
and Sue.  The 
theme of 
the service 
was aid to 
Ethiopia 
where the 
main viable 
crop is 
potatoes.  
Steve invited 
four of the 
congregation to do a ‘blind’ flavour test on 
different flavour crisps – something that 
proved not as easy as you would think!  
The service also included Communion.

The next evening was our Harvest 
Supper which took the style of a Faith 
Meal.  Almost 30 people came along 
to share plentiful and varied food and 
wonderful fellowship.  Our entertainment 
was ‘home grown’ this year with music and 
singing from Kathryn Whaley, a Yorkshire 
twist on the Feeding of the Five Thousand, 
read to us, in dialect, by Catherine Catton, 
various poems and music and singing from 

Harvest Festival/Supper
Mike and Margaret Suggate with us all 
trying to get the verses in the right order to 

the cumulative 
song – well
done everyone.

Kathryn 
Whaley then 
auctioned off 
the remaining 
produce and a 
total of £85.60 
was raised 
on the night, 
£50 from 
our normal 
Sunday 
collection 
and £90.86 
from the 
envelopes for 

All We Can, the Methodist Relief and 
Development Fund, making a grand total 
of £226.46.

Many thanks to all who helped in any 
way, donated food, entertained us and 
attended on the night to make the evening 
such a success.

BITS ’N’ BOBS CRAFT GROUP
Fridays 7pm-9pm (term time only) in the Methodist Schoolroom.

£1 per evening including refreshments. 
Everyone welcome.

Tots 'n' Toys is our Baby & Toddler Group
9.30–11am every Friday (term-time)

The Schoolroom, Clifford Methodist Church
£2 for 1 adult and 1 child, 50p for each additional child (First visit is FREE!)

For more details about the group, please ring 01937 845511.

ots
’n’oys

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
– 10th November
Don’t forget the service on Remembrance 
Sunday will commence at 9.30am led by 
Donald Milne, followed by an ecumenical 
service at Clifford Memorial at 10.50am – 
with a minute’s silence at 11am.



METHODIST POST  OCTOBER 2019 | 98 | OCTOBER 2019  METHODIST POST

right moment, the opportune moment, 
the perfect moment. Most of us can 
think, of moments when time becomes 

irrelevant. Being present 
at a birth, or a death. A 
transcendant moment of 
beauty – perhaps music, 
or a view, or crossing the 
finishing line, of hugging 
someone we love. For those 
of us with a faith, it might be 

a line from a hymn or a prayer, or just a 
moment of silence and peace, when we 
are aware of the presence of God. (The 
original reason for the “Sabbath” was of 
course to do just that.)

We should try and take time each 
day, to forget about Chronos time, step 
outside of ourselves to treasure and 
seek out the quality Kairos time. One 
of those moments, maybe lasting only a 
few seconds can be more valuable than 
a year of “ordinary” life.

The Greeks have a word for it – in 
fact, the Greeks have two words for 
it – time that is. Chronos is what we 
understand as chronological 
time, measurable in seconds, 
minutes, hours, weeks and 
years. It is quantitative.

Much of our thinking on 
this is deeply negative. We 
never seem to have enough 
time. Time drags. What a 
waste of time! Even, looking at our 
lives, “I haven’t got much time left”. 
Yet this negative version of “time” 
is the one that dominates our lives. 
Appointments to be made, deadlines 
to be met – it can be really difficult to 
take a step back, or even take a step 
outside of time, to assess what is really 
important in this life.

Kairos on the other hand is 
qualitative. It measures moments, not 
seconds. More than that, it refers to the 

“To everything there is a season,
and a time to every purpose under heaven”  

(Ecclesiastes)

•	 If	you	want	to	know	the	value	of	a	year	–	ask	someone	who	has	
been given just a year left to live.

•	 If	you	want	to	know	the	value	of	a	week	–	ask	an	author	with	a	
deadline to meet.

•	 If	you	want	to	know	the	value	of	a	day	–	ask	lovers	waiting	to	meet.
•	 If	you	want	to	know	the	value	of	a	minute	–	ask	the	man	who	just	

missed his train.
•	 If	you	want	to	know	the	value	of	100th	of	a	second	–	ask	the	one	

who won the silver medal.

Donald

From our Lay Pastor...

“Yesterday is gone. Tomorrow has not yet come. 
We have only today. Let us begin.” 

(Mother Teresa)

Queripel and Kettlewell
Chartered Accountants, Chartered Tax Advisers
and Registered Auditors

Preparation of Accounts
Tax Returns v Tax Advice v Tax Planning

Phone Paul Queripel on 01937 541770
The Barn, Hall Mews, Boston Spa, LS23 6AA

DOUGLAS YEADON
HARDWARE of BOSTON SPA

for all your DIY and household needs

169 High Street, Boston Spa
Tel: 01937 842338

www.douglasyeadonhardware.co.uk
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Check our website for details of all of our concerts:
www.bostonspamethodistchurch.org.uk

Our next lunchtime concert will be held on Friday 8th November 
Serendipity – Margaret Jowett and Kathy White

Lunchtime Concerts
at Boston Spa

We have a return visit from the very popular 
bass-baritone singer, John Nancarro.
John will sing pieces by Flanders and Swann, 
Butterworth and Krumit interlaced with 
humorous anecdotes from John’s experience in 
the world of entertainment. Please come and 
bring your friends. All are welcome.

Judith England

The Lunchtime Concert at will be on Friday, 11th October at 1pm 
Light lunches will be served from noon and concert admission £5

Were you aware that we had a mini fruit 
orchard in the grounds of our church in 
Boston Spa? I wasn’t until Roger Tunnicliffe 
told me about them.

We have a pear tree, plum tree and cooking 
apple tree, all of which have borne fruit since 

being transplanted. 
Indeed the apples 
were used at a recent 
Evergreens luncheon club.

The story behind them is that our late dear friend David Bull had 
an allotment which he’d asked Roger to tend during the later stages 
of his illness. Roger felt it fitting to transplant these three prolific 
fruit trees into the grounds at our church: I’m sure David would have 
approved, don’t you? Jo Vernon

For the fruits of all creation,
thanks be to God

Harrogate Male Voice Choir
50th Anniversary: 1969-2019 Sponsors of the 50th Anniversary Year

of Harrogate Male Voice Choir
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For 25 years, I was a Prison Visitor at the 
Young Offenders Institute – basically, 
trying to be a friend to young men, who 
had made bad choices and whose lives had, 
to put it bluntly, gone down the pan. (Yes, I 
know they may have ruined other people’s 
lives too!) 

I was collared one evening by a lad I 
hadn’t met before, who asked “I've been 
told you’re a Christian – what does that 
mean?"  There was so much I could have 
told him. How God loved him, even if his 
family didn’t. How Jesus died for him, 
so he could let go of whatever bad 
things he’d done and start his 
life afresh. How Christians 
believe in justice and truth 
and reconciliation. How 
knowing Jesus in our lives 
can transform those lives, 
even whilst still behind 
bars.

What did I actually say? “Well, 
it means I go to Church on a Sunday”! What 
conceivable use was that to a young man in 
prison, trying to come to terms with what 
he had done and what lay ahead of him? 
I believe that God put that young man in 
front of me – and I failed both of them.

Those of us who go to Church all have 
questions about life and faith – and so do 
nearly all the people we meet. Our family, 
our friends, our neighbours, our work 
colleagues. The people at Sports Club, 

Bridge, flower arranging or Slimming 
Club. Hairdressers, mechanics, bar staff, 
teachers, medical professionals, children. 
People facing up to death, their own or 
that of a loved one. People celebrating the 
joy of new birth, but wondering what the 
future holds. People like us have questions, 
need someone to ask and – here’s the scary 
bit – like that lad in prison, God is putting 
people like us in front of them.

Steve and I are asking all members 
of our congregation to commit to 

coming along to three sessions of the 
“Talking Jesus” course, arranged  

throughout November.  You 
can come along to the 

afternoon sessions, the 
evening or the weekend, 
or “pick and mix” – but 
do, please come along. 

The goal is to equip us all 
of us to make the most of 

every opportunity to help friends, 
colleagues family members and others we 
meet, to consider Jesus for themselves and 
to become his followers. Our ambition is 
no less than to transform both the Church 
and, more importantly, the lives of those 
we care about the most. We’re launching 
at the Service on Sunday 27th October 
and the dates will be well advertised – but 
maybe before then, you could start to 
think – “who might God be putting in front 
of me?”. See you there Donald

Coulda, woulda, shoulda ........

Amanda Buch M.C.S.P., BSc(Hons)
CHARTERED MUSCULOSKELETAL PHYSIOTHERAPIST

Registered with the Health Professions Council

Physiotherapy & Sports Injury Clinic
Now at TrainFX Health Club, Thorp Arch Estate, Wetherby LS23 7BJ

Tel: 07968 051012   Email: amandabuchphysio@me.com 

Evening and weekend appointments available
Registered with BUPA, PPP and all major insurance companies

September saw the launch of ‘Teatime Church’ at 4pm, aimed at families and 
younger children, but with accessible worship for all ages.

On 8th September we met to consider how we are all uniquely and amazingly 
made by God, we are all his works of art and he loves us. We played games, sang 

songs, reflected on the words in Psalm 139; v13 - 18 and finished with cakes, 
drinks and conversation.

The next Teatime Church is October 13th and the theme is ‘God loves me’.

Teatime Church

“If you look at the world, you’ll be distressed.
If you look within, you’ll be depressed.

But if you look at Christ, you’ll be at rest.”
Corrie ten Boom (1892-1983)
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'

MA

Andrew Morgan
OPTICIANS

170 High Street
Boston Spa, LS23 6BW
Tel: 01937 849933

A. J. Morgan, B.Sc., M.C.Optom.

Harvest .......
It’s mid-September at the moment and, 
judging by the local farms and fields as 
one drives around, this year’s harvest has 
been safely gathered in. Lorries and trailers 
laden with bales of straw are slowing 
down traffic on the 
roads. Whether the 
unusually hot and 
dry weather this 
summer has affected 
the harvest we 
wait to hear – but 
that’s not the only 
uncertainty for farmers just now. 

In our church we shall be holding our 
Harvest Festival Service and our Harvest 
Supper at the end of this month. We shall 
thank God for the harvest, and we shall 
remind ourselves how blessed we are 
not to know what it is to be hungry. In 
some countries, millions are starving and 
desperately need our help. Here at home, 
many families can only feed themselves 
with the aid of Food Banks. There is real 
need. As a nation and as individuals, we 
can and should do more to help.

In his teaching two thousand years ago, 
Jesus often used the idea of harvest as a 

metaphor for loving and serving him, 
for making the good news of the gospel 
real to others in daily living. What he 
said is as true today as it was then. In our 
post-industrial and secular society, on 

the edge of a large 
conurbation, we 
need more than ever 
to be reminded of 
our calling. Let’s 
remember some of 
the harvest-related 
things he said. Here 

are a couple of examples.
Matthew chapter 9, verses 36, 37 and 

38, could have been written today. There 
is so much to do and there seem to be so 
few to do it. Matthew chapter 13 tells us 
the familiar parable of the sower. How 
descriptive it is of the world we live in – 
and how that parable compels us to ask 
what sort of ground we are for the seed 
of the good news of God’s love for all his 
people.

Let’s thank God for his generosity to us 
and let’s do whatever we can to work for 
him in the field of daily living.

Dennis  

Head Boy of Day Boy House.  His 
leadership had been much admired, 
and on taking over that role a younger 

boy had told Margaret that 
he had done his best to 
perform his duties in the 
same way that Gordon had.  
Gordon had on leaving the 
college taken up a job in 
London travelling daily to 
enable him to continue his 
involvement with the mid-
week activities at church.

Eventually Gordon’s work 
took him away from the village and 
he and Shirley had finally moved to 
Boston Spa.

Gordon’s two sons, Graham and 
Philip also spoke during the service. 
Philip reading a poem and Graham 
thanking his father on behalf of 
his siblings, Philip and Alison, for 
his love and support over the years 
and expressing how much they 
and Gordon’s grandchildren would 
continue to love and miss him. He 
ended by quoting from the Ellie 
Golding song, ‘How Long Will I Love 
You,’  

‘How long will I love you,
as long as stars are above you.

And longer if I can.’
It was on a sunny afternoon that 

Boston Spa Chapel was filled with 
those who came together, to give 
thanks for Gordon’s life; missing him 
but glad that he is now at peace.
We give thanks to God for the life, and 
love, of a husband, father, grandfather 
and friend, Gordon Hurren.

Sue Jakeman

On Wednesday 11th September 
following his death on the 16th August 
members of the church family and 
friends joined together with 
Gordon’s family to give 
thanks for his life in a service 
led by Revd Steve Jakeman.

Revd Steve, talked about 
Gordon’s dedication to 
both The Men’s Group at 
Boston Spa Church, and his 
commitment to Action for 
Children both locally and as 
Circuit co-ordinator. 

A reflection on the early years of his 
life was given by a lifelong friend of 
both Gordon and Shirley.  Margaret 
described how she had cherished 
Gordon’s caring friendship since she 
had first met him at 10 years old when 
she had moved to Sawbridge and 
attended the same Congregational 
Chapel. She remembered Gordon as 
a someone who was able to relate and 
converse across all ages and had always 
looked upon him as an older brother.

Gordon had obtained one of the 
very few entry scholarships to Bishop 
Stortford College, proving himself 
to be an able scholar, excellent 
sportsman, and had ended up as 

Gordon William Hurren 1928-2019
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What's my line?
In this series of articles, Arthur chats with members 
of our church family about their working life.
This month we feature Wendy Wade...

‘God Bless the – Jap’ 
 Wendy was born in Penang, Malaya, as a 
British subject and daughter of a Supreme 
Court Judge, in the British Colonial 
Service, Singapore. She received her 
schooling in Australia, London and at 
Cheltenham Ladies’ College. The war in 
Europe prevented the family’s return to 
England, so they moved to Australia. Her 
father bravely returned to Singapore to 
destroy government papers but sadly, was 
lost at sea on his return.

 Wendy left school, aged 17, enrolled 
on a 3-year teacher training course and 
graduated with a Teaching Diploma 
(Hons 2.1) She describes her first teaching 
experience as a “baptism of fire” for her 
probationary year in a London slum. The 
school was “rough”; there were 35 juniors 
in her class. She learned much about 
family lives from the “diaries” which the 
children wrote each Monday morning. 

 As Wendy wanted to return to Australia, 
she applied for a teaching post in New 
South Wales. After the interview and 
thorough medical examinations she was 
told to report to the Ministry of Education 
in Sydney the following January 1960, 
where she was informed that they “had no 
knowledge of her”. Good fortune, or was 
it desperate praying, led Wendy to seek 
advice from a friend of her mother’s whose 
husband had taught during the war. He 
turned out to be the very recently retired 
Director of Primary School Education for 

the State of New South Wales! She was sent 
to a Primary School in a choice area of 
Sydney’s northern beaches! 

 However, she soon found out that the 
excessive paperwork involved was taking 
up all of her weekends and after two terms 
she resigned. She decided that school 
teaching in Australia was overburdened 
with red tape and that a change of 
career would give her new insights and 
experience. So Wendy took a 6-month 
course in shorthand and typing. 

Keen to practise her new skills, she 
travelled by train and “tramp steamer” to 
Mombasa in Kenya where, being short 
of funds, she looked for work. Lady 
Fortune smiled on Wendy when she 
found an advert for a Personal Assistant 
to a Brigadier in Nairobi. Following an 
interview, she sat a test in shorthand 
and typing; the Brigadier “generously 
overlooked my woeful inadequacies” and 
offered her the job. Service for this senior 
officer had its rewards for she first met a 
diplomat by the name of John Profumo 
(yes, that one!) and then a Captain named 
Bob; they married six months later.

 In January 1964, just a month after 
Kenya’s being granted independence from 
Britain, their first child Elizabeth, was 
born in Nairobi; three days later the Kenya 
Army mutinied. The new president, Jomo 
Kenyatta, was forced to go, cap in hand, 
to the UK Government and ask for help 

to put it down. Following a successful 
outcome, all army personnel were sent 
back to the UK and Bob and Wendy 
arrived in Taunton where Bob was posted 
as acting Company Commander with the 
Junior Leaders’ Regiment, RCT. 

After the birth of Rebecca, the family 
was posted to Benghazi just in time for 
the Arab/Israeli 6-day war in 1967, then 
returned to Taunton via a brief spell in 
London and finally Strensall Camp, York, 
for nine years. 

Whilst at Strensall, Wendy taught 
English at St Olave’s prep-school for two 
terms prior to enrolling on a 1 year course 
at Hull in teaching children with ‘Special 
Needs’ and spent eight years teaching in 
Selby High School before retiring. 

Finally, I asked Wendy for a special 
memory and this is one of which many of 
us can parallel. 

 “So many memories to choose from”, 

she said, “but I can picture even now my 
little Nursery Class in Melbourne. I was 
four, the class was in a private house and 
the back garden had been paved over as a 
playground. In the middle was a flagpole 
with the Australian flag flying. All 20 
of us gathered around the flagpole each 
morning to join hands and play singing 
games such as Here we go gathering nuts 
in May. We finished by holding hands 
to sing the Australian National Anthem, 
Advance Australia Fair. This was followed 
by the song God bless the Union Jap. All 
Australian children knew about the perils 
of the Japanese and I could not understand 
why we were asking God to “bless the 
union Jap”. I never thought to question my 
Mother about it. The Australian flag was 
the only one I knew. It took my return to 
the UK, years later, to put two and two 
together.”

Sandersons
... the first choice
v Residential removals
v Container storage
v Shipping
v Office removals
v Document storage
v Self store

WITH OVER

50 YEARS’

EXPERIENCE

Tockwith 01423 358934
www.sandersonsremovals.com

British Association
of Removers

If you are moving, 
look for the badge
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Bobbins
Ladies & Gents

Specialist Alteration Service

166 High Street, Boston Spa   Tel: 01937 844722 Mulberry Cottage, New Mill Lane, Clifford, LS23 6HN   Tel: 01937 843935

PETER NORMAN
Plumbing & Heating Limited

ESTABLISHED 1993

The Plumbers’ 
qualification Qualified

They say that nothing flies like time, and as 
I find myself writing about the Christmas 
Tree Festival again, I can’t believe that 
already the planning that goes into this 
five-day Festival, which has in such a short 
time become part of the village run up to 
Christmas celebrations, is well under way.

This year the Festival runs from the 
4th-8th December and there will be music 
including our Lunchtime Concert on 
the Friday, when Tadcaster Chorale will 
provide us with festive entertainment.  
And we also hope to see Collingham Silver 
Band and Wetherby Folk Chorale and hear 
the organ played on the Friday afternoon.
Food, of course, plays a major part in any 
celebration and this is no exception; light 
lunches will be served, along with delicious 
cakes, mince pies and many other delights!

As always, the trees will be the main 
attraction, turning the church building 
into a magical space in which they can be 
enjoyed, whilst also reminding us of the 
real reason for Christmas.  Last year we 

had 35 trees, but we can make space for 
more, so if you would like to decorate a 
tree, or know someone who would please 
speak to Sue who will give you the details. 
Of course, our ‘photo opportunity’ from 
last year in the form of Mary and Joseph 
will appear again encouraging people to 
put themselves into the story.

On Sunday 8th December, at 10:30 in 
the morning, we will come together to 
celebrate in a “Messy Christmas”, and the 
Festival will close on the Sunday evening 
with a Community Carol Service, both led 
by Revd Steve Jakeman.

Funds raised by this year’s festival will be 
split equally between the church and the 
Circuit Charity, Candlelighter’s.

If you can help in anyway; baking, 
setting up, clearing away, serving in the 
kitchen or just chatting to visitors, please 
contact Sue Jakeman on 01937 842156.

But most of all please come and join us 
over the Festival period; bring friends and 
family to share in the fun! 

Christmas Tree Festival 2019

To keep up to date with what’s going on 
‘Like us’ on Facebook: www.facebook.com/bostonspamethodistchurch?fref=ts

or log onto our website: http://bostonspamethodistchurch.org.uk/events-and-activities/ 

Background
Poliomyelitis is a highly infectious disease 
that most commonly affects children under 
the age of five.

Most know it as poliovirus. The virus is 
spread person to person, typically through 
contaminated water. It can attack the 
nervous system, and in some instances, 
lead to paralysis. Although there is no cure, 
there is a safe and effective vaccine – one 
which has been used to immunise over 2.5 
billion children worldwide.

Rotary International has been one of 
the prime movers in this fight. Rotary is 
an international organisation that brings 
together leaders who step up to take on 
the world’s toughest challenges, locally and 
globally. The eradication of polio is one of 
its longest standing and most 
significant efforts. Along with 
the World Health Organisation 
and other partners, 
immunisation days have been 
organised in all the countries 
which have been at risk.

World Polio Day – 24 October
One Day, One Focus, Ending Polio

Current Status
As a result, since vaccinations commenced 
in 1988, there has been a worldwide 
reduction in polio cases of 99.9%.

In Nigeria, it’s been three years since 
health officials last reported a case. The 
milestone, reached on 21 August 2019, 
means that it’s possible for the entire 
African region to be certified wild 
poliovirus-free in 2020.

Wild poliovirus is now present in only 
two countries, Afghanistan and Pakistan, 
and vaccinations continue in those areas.

We are now in sight of a 
totally polio-free world – a 
tremendous legacy to leave to 
our children, and one in which 
Rotary has played a key role 
since the very beginning.
www.endpolio.org
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Independent Family Funeral Directors in
Boston Spa, Tadcaster and surrounding areas

ESTABLISHED OVER 100 YEARS

Private chapel of rest
Golden Charter prepaid funeral plans

Tel: 01937 842574/07773 226045
Email: nickbarker1@btconnect.com

24 HOUR SERVICE

The Greatest Showman
On Wednesday 14 August, our church 
was taken over by a horde of parents and 
children who came to watch the film 
“The Greatest Showman”.  The Sanctuary 
was packed full, including a considerable 
number of occupied buggies – I am not 
sure how many of the buggy occupants 
actually watched the film, but I guess the 
mums couldn’t leave them at home!  

The film tells the story of  P T Barnum, 
the great American Showman, and is very 
much a family-oriented musical.  The 
children appeared to know all the songs, 
not only singing along with great gusto, 
but also dancing on occasion! There was 
a definite party atmosphere and the noise 
level was pretty high throughout but the 
fun was infectious (even some of us ‘oldies’ 
were caught up in it). 

One of the intentions was for a picnic 
after the show.  The weather spoiled any 
chance of an outdoor picnic, but many 
stayed to continue the fun downstairs.  
There was a good trade in ice creams and 
lollipops, as well as tea and biscuits.

There is no doubt this was a very 
successful event and reinforces our 
position as a real community presence in 
Boston Spa.  Talk about bringing church to 
the people!

Congratulations are due to all those who 
took part in organising and assisting on the 
day – especially the irrepressible Donald 
Milne who fronted the event.  I hope we 
will be doing it again.

Iain Vernon

Some helpful advice from West Yorkshire Police...
Door step crime
The aim of the doorstep criminal is to try and talk their way into your home, after 
all if they can walk through your front door after receiving an invite from you, 
why should they go to all the trouble of having to break into your property?
Unfortunately this type of crime does occur with callers varying in appearance 
and using a number of excuses to try and trick their way into people’s homes.

Ask yourself…
•	 Doors	and	windows	locked?
•	 Are	you	expecting	anyone?
•	 Does	the	caller	have	ID?
•	 Does	their	ID	check	out	using	the	number	from	your	bill	or	phonebook?

Say NO to cold callers. If in doubt… KEEP THEM OUT!

179b High Street, Boston Spa   Tel: 01937 845779

Vanessa Jude Supershop
Newsagents and deliveries

Confectionery p Greetings cards p Stationery

Mobile phone top-ups

Methodist Women in Britain – Yorkshire North and East District
Saturday 26th October – World Federation Day

Elm Ridge Methodist Church, Darlington (booking necessary)
Tadcaster Circuit

2pm Tuesday 22nd October at Boston Spa Methodist Church
Dedication of Sunshine Money
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YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT MERCHANT

KIRBY BUILDERS
MERCHANTS

Specialist supplier of natural landscaping materials 
including natural stone paving, decorative aggregates, 

hardwood sleepers and timber decking

Inglebank, High Street, Boston Spa
Tel: 01937 843493

www.kirbybuildersmerchants.co.uk

v Reclaimed Building Stone

v Logs and Kindling

v Bricks, Blocks, Sand and Cement

v Driveway Block Paving

v Timber, Plywood and Fencing

v Insulation, Plasterboard and Plaster

v Clothing, Tools, Fixings and Fasteners

Organisers: Thorp Arch & Walton YCA
(Yorkshire Countrywomen’s Association)
tawyca@outlook.com

THE CENTRAL GARAGE
for service you can rely on

A family business established 1926

u  Tyres, exhausts, batteries and brakes
u  Servicing and repairs – all makes
u  Courtesy cars available
u  MOT testing

153 High Street, Boston Spa, LS23 6BH
Tel: 01937 842283

YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT SERVICE CENTRE

a



185 HIGH STREET • BOSTON SPA
WETHERBY • LS23 6AA Tel: 01937 845678

www.spa-travel.com SpaTravelAgency

KNOWLEDGE • EXPER IENCE • SERV ICE • INSP IRATION

CELEBRATING
39YEARS
IN BUSINESS

IN 2019


