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Lent 
As I write this article on the second Sunday of Lent, we have not long ago commemorated 

Ash Wednesday with an ‘Ashing’ service, as we moved into the season of Lent.   

The word “Lent” is thought to have originated from the Old English word for Spring, lengten. 

But before that it was known by its Latin name of Quadragesima which means 40 days; 

a significant number in the Bible as it links back to the 40 days that Moses fasted on Mount 

Sinai before receiving the 10 Commandments (Exodus 24:18), the period that Elijah walked 

in the desert to meet God on Mount Horeb (1 Kings 19:8) and, most significantly of all, the 

period of time Jesus spent in the wilderness before beginning his ministry (Luke 4: 1-15). 

Lent, therefore, has very strong links with this Biblical time of preparation - 

at the end of which comes new revelation. 

In some ways today, we have lost a bit of this in that, if Lent is kept at all, it is often simply 

seen as an opportunity for giving something up. There is, of course, a spiritual dimension, 

because in giving something up we are breaking any hold that something may have over us; 

and through it we reassess who or what really rules in our lives. 

And of course, as we are Christians, then it should be Jesus who is our Lord. 

The danger in keeping Lent only in terms of giving something up is that the focus of our 

attention is upon ourselves rather than upon God.  Instead, Lent should be an opportunity 

for us to re-evaluate the things that are important in our lives and to refocus upon Jesus. 

To do this many people join Lent Courses or set aside more time to read and explore their 

Bibles.  
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During Holy Week there will be more opportunities for us to refocus on Jesus and the journey 

to Easter morning.  On Maundy Thursday (28th March) I will be holding a Tenebrae Service at 

Boston Spa Methodist Church, starting at 7pm. The service of Tenebrae, meaning “darkness” 

or “shadows,” has been practiced by the church since medieval times. Once a service for the 

monastic community, Tenebrae has become an important part of the worship during Holy 

Week. It provides an opportunity to think about Christ’s suffering; in the service, readings 

trace the story of Christ’s passion, music portrays his pathos, and the power of silence and 

darkness suggests the drama of that momentous day. 

There are various opportunities to worship or witness, around the Circuit, throughout Holy 

Week. Have a look at the feature, later in this newsletter, to see what is happening near you. 

Please do use these opportunities to refocus on Jesus this Eastertide, and journey with him 

through the week that commences with Palm Sunday and concludes with Easter Day - 

taking us on a spiritual journey that takes us into a new revelation. 

With every blessing, 

 
 

 

PRAYER 
Local Pastor Eileen hosts a weekly Circuit Prayer Meeting on Zoom 
Every Tuesday, 9.30am – 10am (join from 9.15am) 
all are invited to join us. 
Please contact Eileen for the Zoom log on details. 

 
 

Plus, prayer meetings at Wetherby in the Quiet Room every Wednesday 10.00am 
Tadcaster 1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 9.15am and at Clifford every Tuesday 9.40am 

               

 
WORSHIP  
               For Sunday services see the Circuit Plan, 
               copies available in our buildings 
               or via this link. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have something you wish to highlight in the April ‘24 issue of Being Church 
please send to Rev Steve by Saturday, 23rd March. Thank you.  

rev.stevejay@gmail.com 
 

To add items to the Circuit Diary list please contact the Circuit Administrator 
tadcastercircuit@gmail.com 
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Tadcaster Circuit Diary - March 2024 
Date Time Event Location 

Saturday 2nd  10:00am Winter Crank Up (ends 3pm) Tadcaster 

Monday 4th  7:30pm Exploring the Psalms Lent Study Part 3 Zoom 

Tuesday 5th  7:00pm How to Hear God Lent Course Part 3 East Keswick 

Wednesday 6th  2.00pm Women’s Group Charity Event: Stroke Association Wetherby 

Wednesday 6th  7:30pm Act on Poverty (Christian Aid) Lent Course Part 3 St Edwards, Clifford 

Friday 8th  1:00pm  Concert: Cello and Pianoforte (lunches from 12noon) Boston Spa 

Saturday 9th  10:00am Action for Children Table-Top Sale (ends 12noon) Wetherby 

Monday 11th  7:30pm Exploring the Psalms Lent Study Part 4 Zoom 

Tuesday 12th  7:00pm How to Hear God Lent Course Part 4 East Keswick 

Wednesday 13th  7:30pm Act on Poverty (Christian Aid) Lent Course Part 4 St Edwards, Clifford 

Tuesday 19th  7:00pm How to Hear God Lent Course Part 5 East Keswick 

Wednesday 20th  7:30pm Act on Poverty (Christian Aid) Lent Course Part 5 St Edwards, Clifford 

26th to 31st - Holy Week – see separate information sheet Circuit 

Wednesday 27th   7:30am Act on Poverty (Christian Aid) Lent Course Part 6 St Edwards, Clifford 

Thursday 28th  10:00am Bible Study – A Methodist Way of Life Tadcaster 

Sunday 31st  - Try Praying Initiative Commences Circuit 
 

Date Time Event Location 

Monday (weekly) 10.45am Table Tennis Wetherby  

Monday (weekly) 2.30pm Ping-Pong Boston Spa 

Monday (weekly) 5pm Senior Table Tennis Boston Spa 

Monday (weekly) 7.30pm Badminton Wetherby 

Monday (2nd) 10.30am – 12 noon Bacon Brunch Collingham 

Monday (4th) 10.30am – 12 noon Coffee and Chat Collingham 

Tuesday (weekly) 9.30am – 10am Circuit Prayer Gathering Zoom (Eileen) 

Tuesday (weekly) 9.40am – 10am Prayer Gathering Clifford 

Tuesday (weekly) 10am – 11.30am Coffee Shop Tadcaster 

Tuesday (weekly) 10am – 11.30am Tuesday Coffee Clifford 

Tuesday (weekly) 10am  Flower Club Boston Spa 

Tuesday (1st) 2pm – 4pm Flowers and Friends Collingham 

Tuesday (1st and 3rd) 9.15am – 10am Prayer Group Tadcaster 

Tuesday (2nd) 1.30pm Flower Guild Wetherby 

Tuesday (2nd) 2pm – 4pm  Friends and Fellowship Ulleskelf 

Tuesday (4th) 1pm Community Soup Lunch Ulleskelf 

Wednesday (weekly) 10am – 12 noon Coffee Shop Wetherby 

Wednesday (weekly) 10.30am – 12 noon Chapel Coffee Pot Appleton Roebuck 

Wednesday (weekly) 10am – 10.30am Prayer Group Wetherby 

Wednesday (weekly) 11.15am – 12.15pm Coffee at t’Crown Crown Hotel Boston Spa 

Wednesday (weekly) 7pm Table Tennis Wetherby 

Wednesday (irregular) contact Wetherby House-Group contact Wetherby 

Wednesday (1st) 2pm – 4pm Knit and Natter Tadcaster 

Wednesday (1st) 2pm – 4pm  Women’s Group Wetherby 

Wednesday (2nd)  10am Communion in the Box Box Tree Court, B Spa 

Wednesday (2nd and 4th) Contact Wetherby Gentlemen Bootbashers Contact Wetherby 

Wednesday (3rd) 2.00pm – 4.00pm Whist Afternoon Collingham 

Wednesday (last) 1pm – 3pm Coffee, Click ‘n’ Connect Appleton Roebuck 

Thursday (1st) 12 noon Community Soup Lunch Church Fenton 

Thursday (2nd)  12 noon Community Soup Lunch Tadcaster 

Thursday (last) 12 noon Souper Thursday East Keswick 

Friday (1st) 10.00am – 11.30am  Teddy Praise Collingham 

Saturday (weekly) 10am – 12 noon Coffee Shop Wetherby 

Saturday (2nd) 2pm – 3.30pm Charity Coffee Afternoon Church Fenton 



 
 


