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Dear Friends,
As I sit writing this letter, I have just noticed that a whole pile 
of books used over the Christmas period is still sitting on a 
chair having not been put back in their usual place on the 
bookshelves.  Those who work in untidy spaces with piles of 
stuff around them will no doubt relate to this, whilst others, to 
whom I can only apologise, will be horrified at such untidiness.

These books certainly gave me a focus though for the start 
of this letter as they reminded me of all the celebrations and 
special events of the Christmas season, which we, and indeed society on the whole, 
celebrate as the main Christian Festival each year; yet for Christians, I believe, it is 
Easter that is the more important celebration. 

Of course, we should celebrate the birth of Jesus, but it is not His birth that saves 
us; it is not His birth that can change our lives and restore us back to God as members 
of His Kingdom. All of this is possible because Jesus was prepared to go to the cross, 
and die for our sin, and on the third day be raised back to life.

It is that last phrase that has especially struck me, Jesus did not just 'rise' from 
death, He was 'raised’. (Luke 24: 6 CEV) The point of this is that Jesus did not raise 
Himself, indeed could not raise Himself because obviously He was dead. When He 
went to the cross; when He gave His life for you and me; He had nothing except trust 
in His Heavenly Father. There was no other assurance that when He died He would 
not stay dead. He had nothing other than trust, yet He needed nothing.

In the light of this I believe there is renewed significance in the words Jesus says 
to us: ‘If any of you want to be my followers, you must forget about yourself. You must 
take up your cross and follow me.’ (Mark 8:34 CEV).

To be able take up our cross and follow Him means that we also must come to the 
point where we have nothing other than our trust in Jesus Christ.

The message of Easter is that the story did not end on Good Friday. God the 
Father honoured the trust Jesus had placed in Him by raising Jesus to life again. And 
the joy of Easter is that Jesus does the same for all those who put their trust in Him. 
It is when we give God everything we have, that He gives us back so much more in 
return.

May you know the joy of the Lord this Easter time.

Index of Advertisers

– 3 –

Minister’s Letter

– 2 –

Sandersons ............................................ 7
Kate Mell Flowers  .................................. 9
Andrew Morgan Opticians ..................... 14
Skelf Frames Ltd .................................... 14
Bobbins .................................................. 14
Maxwell Decorators  .............................. 15
Queripel and Kettlewell .......................... 16
Vanessa Jude ........................................ 16
Douglas Yeadon Hardware ................... 16
Franks & Son .......................................... 19
The Central Garage ............................... 20
Tony Barker & Sons ............................... 20
Kirby Builders Merchants ...................... 22
Peter Norman Plumbing & Heating ....... 23
Gifted ...................................................... 23
Amanda Buch ........................................ 23
Spa Travel ............................... Back cover

Ideas and contributions for future issues of the
Methodist Post are always welcome.

For the May issue, please send copy to:
jovernon1@gmail.com by 10th April. Thank you.

Jo Vernon, Editor

Don’t forget, the magazine is also available to read on our website:
www.bostonspamethodistchurch.org.uk

Cover photo:
Brodie Castle is a fine Scottish Baronial Hall which stands in Moray on 
the eastern edge of Speyside. It was here, one May, that Jackie and I 
visited the Castle (NT Scotland) and were delighted to find the daffodils 
in full bloom even though ours at home had long since finished.

Daffodils (genus Narcissus) were well known in ancient times for 
their medicinal properties. Certain biblical references are thought refer 

to the narcissus as a means of treating various diseases thought to be cancers.
Enjoy our own displays in Boston Spa, then go for a trip around the North Yorkshire 

villages to enjoy even more of this fine plant. Arthur

Without Easter
Without Easter,
there would be no hope of heaven.
Without the hope of heaven,
there would be no repentance,
no personal transformation,
no attempt to follow biblical principles.
Without Easter,
the world would be in chaos
and darkness.
Jesus’ death and resurrection
means we can be reborn,
to live better, to do better,
to shine light into the shadows.
Hallelujah!
Happy, Happy Easter.

By Joanna Fuchs
Reproduced with permission

www.poemsource.com

Another Evening with Rick Wakeman
Following his acclaimed visit to Boston Spa in January 2017, Rick Wakeman is returning 
to the Methodist Church for two concerts on the evenings of 26th and 27th April this 
year. This time there will be fewer seats available for each performance which will make 
it even more exclusive and ‘intimate’ than last year’s shows. Tickets are selling fast 
so, to avoid disappointment, please go to our website (bostonspamethodistchurch.
org.uk) to book your place before they sell out! Further details page 12.
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Boston Spa Church Rotas – April

   Door Stewards      Flowers    Church Stewards

 1st David & Anne Hovell EASTER SUNDAY Pauline O’Melia
    Bob Hutchinson
 8th Ken & Judith Grimditch Jean Henzell Heather Grant
    Joan Dyer
 15th Chris & Diana Mellor Joan Dyer Arthur Faulkner
    Val Woodhams
 22nd Carmen & Dennis Ashton Heather Grant Jean Walne
    Pauline O’Melia
 29th Kathleen McGuire Carmen Ashton Joan Dyer
  Graham McGuire  Bob Hutchinson

Diary Dates for April
Sunday 1st  EASTER SUNDAY
 6.15am Sonrise Service, led by Revd Steve Jakeman
  followed by Easter Breakfast in the Wesley Room
 10.30am Communion Service, led by Revd Steve Jakeman
  NO EVENING SERVICE
Sunday 8th 10.30am Morning Worship, led by Mr Andrew Marshall
Tuesday 10th 2.00pm WFG: Show and Tell
Wednesday 11th 7.00pm Sacred Space – Reflective Worship
Friday 13th 12 noon Light lunches to be served prior to...
 1.00pm Lunchtime Concert (see p.13)
Sunday 15th 10.30am Morning Worship, led by Mrs Linda Smith
 6.00pm Reflections Service, led by Revd Steve Jakeman
Tuesday 17th 10.30am Evergreens Luncheon Club
Wednesday 18th 7.30pm Men’s Group (see p.19)
Friday 20th 3pm-5pm Afternoon Tea (see p.17)
Sunday 22nd 10.30am Morning Worship, led by Mr Dennis Ashton
  with Mrs Barbara Hudson as Worship Leader
Tuesday 24th 2.00pm WFG: Speaker – Mrs Ann Johnson
Wednesday 25th 3.30pm Messy Church
 7.00pm Sacred Space – Reflective Worship
Thursday 26th 7.30pm Rick Wakeman concert (see p.12)
Friday 27th 7.30pm Rick Wakeman concert (see p.12)
Sunday 29th 10.30am Café-style Worship, led by Revd Steve Jakeman
  with Mrs Wendy Wade as Worship Leader

        Sunday Coffee

 1st John & Barbara Hudson
  Joy Ackroyd
 8th Men’s Group
 15th Graham & Kathleen McGuire
 22nd Dennis & Carmen Ashton
 29th Roger & Christine Tunnicliffe

Busy Bees

 4th EASTER HOLIDAY
 11th EASTER HOLIDAY
 18th Judith Grimditch
 25th Christine Mitchell

Cleaning

 2nd-15th Mike & Jean Walne
 16th-29th Barbara Hudson
  Chris Mitchell
 30-13 May Roger & Christine Tunnicliffe

        Saturday Coffee

 7th Mike & Jean Walne
 14th Angela Coleman
  Barbara Hudson
  Wendy Wade
 21st Heather Grant
 28th Brian & Jackie Marsden

For up-to-date information,
see noticeboards/website:

www.bostonspamethodistchurch.org.uk

Church rooms may be booked
for private functions.

Contact Anne Hovell: 01937 843445

Monday
3.15pm Ping Pong Club 
5.00pm Senior Table Tennis

Wednesday
9.30-11.00 Busy Bees for pre-school
 children and their carersSaturday
10am-Noon ‘Drop In’ for Tea or Coffee

Weekly Events

   

A prayer for Spring...
There is real wisdom, Lord, in the adage
‘It is always Springtime in the heart that loves God.’
Springtime is a season of optimism and hope,
and the Christian lives a faith centred on hope.
Winter, with its cold and dark days has gone,
just as Good Friday has passed to Easter and beyond.
We live a Resurrection life reflected in the new life springing up around us.

Taken from the Methodist Yorkshire North and East District Prayer Diary
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Tots 'n' Toys is our Baby & Toddler Group
9.30–11am every Friday (term-time)

The school room, Clifford Methodist Church
£2 for 1 adult and 1 child, 50p per additional child (First visit is FREE!)

THIS IS A GROUP FOR THE COMMUNITY – EVERYONE IS WELCOME
We would welcome more helpers. If interested, or for more 

details about the group, please ring 01937 845511.

ots
’n’oys

Services in April
 1st  EASTER SUNDAY
  8.30am Easter Communion, led by Revd Steve Jakeman
  10.30am Easter Worship, led by Mr Edward Blakey
 8th 10.30am Morning Worship, led by Revd Colin Cheeseman
 15th 10.30am Café-style Worship, led by Revd Steve Jakeman
 22nd 10.30am Morning Worship, led by Revd Gordon Shaw
 29th 10.30am Morning Worship, led by Revd Ken Marshall

CLIFFORD

METHODIST CHURCH

The church is a bit tucked away at the end of Nursery Way,
or from the High Street, where a blue noticeboard points the way

Thought for the Month
I have found if you love life, life will love you back.  Arthur Bubinstein

David Barrow, Margaret Suggate

Birthday Greetings

COFFEE MORNINGS
Every Tuesday at 10am our schoolroom is opened up for everyone to join together 
for a cuppa, a chat and tea cakes or crumpets. On the first Tuesday of each month 
the morning is extended for soup and desserts. Come along and join us – everyone 
is welcome.

TABLE TOP SALE
This event will take place on Saturday 2nd June, 10am to 3pm.  If you would like to 
hire a table for the day to sell goods, produce etc the cost is £7.50.  Please contact 
Kathryn Whaley on 01937 845692 and full details for the day will be given.  We would 
love to see everyone supporting this event, refreshments will be served during the 
day, so please come along and see if you can catch a bargain or two!

Schoolroom cleaning – Carol Smith

             Door Stewards          Flowers        Vestry
 1st
 8.30 Catherine Catton  David Mountain
 10.30 Carol Smith/Margaret Suggate Carol Smith Alison Smith
 8th Alison Smith/Julie Norman Margaret Suggate Michael Whaley
 15th Sheila & Katy Biercamp Mavis Rodgers David Barrow
 22nd Catherine Catton Catherine Catton Jason Turner
 29th Alison Smith/Hazel Greenwood Hazel Greenwood David Mountain

  

Sandersons
... the first choice
v Residential removals
v Container storage
v Shipping
v Office removals
v Document storage
v Self store

WITH OVER

50 YEARS’

EXPERIENCE

Tockwith 01423 358934
www.sandersonsremovals.com

British Association
of Removers

If you are moving, 
look for the badge
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What's my line?
In this series of articles, Arthur chats with various 
members of our church family about their working life.
This month we feature... Joan Dyer
‘With a Hockey Stick and a Bible’
Joan was born in 1933 in King’s Lynn, the daughter of an 
engine driver. When she was 18 months old the family moved 
to Wortley, Leeds, as her father was sent to work from Copley 
Hill Sheds. 

In Leeds, she gained her Higher School Certificate and in 
the 1950s Joan trained as a teacher at Southlands Methodist College in Wimbledon. 
Armed with a ‘Teaching Diploma’ (it took until 2017 before it was converted to a B.Ed. 
(Hons)), she was launched into a career teaching Religious Instruction and Games.

Following a teaching post in a secondary school in London and having met Allan 
when he preached at Silver Royd Methodist Church and with whom she was now 
in regular contact, she moved back to Leeds where they married and where Joan 
taught RI and Games at Sandford Secondary School in Bramley. After three years 
she transferred to Parlington Secondary Modern School (mixed), becoming Senior 
Mistress after a year, and some five years later left teaching upon the birth of Alarna 
and later, Jonathan. When Jonathon reached school age, the head teacher of the local 
Scholes Primary school invited her take the reception class for just one term. Terrified, 
having only taught at Secondary level, she was plunged into the deep end to struggle 
with all the vagaries which accompany children in their early school years. When 
asked if you would take the 10/11 year olds as they prepared for the 11 plus exams, 
she jumped at the opportunity and was later promoted to Deputy Head Teacher.

After seven or so years, Joan took a year’s break and went to Leeds University 
where she gained a Diploma in Primary Education, following which she applied 
successfully for a headship at Castleton Primary School. Never to be forgotten, this 
edifice overlooked another – Armley Jail! Joan told me that if you climbed to the roof-
top playground, you could sometimes see the Yorkshire Ripper exercising and some 
children could even recognise their fathers! Although a beautiful new landscaped 
school was built and Joan moved in as head, she would have preferred to go to 
Halton, but was instead, installed as head at Alwoodley Primary School from which 
she retired some seven years later.

Methodist Women in Britain  Yorkshire North and East District
Wednesday 18th April “Called to Proclaim – Creativity and Prayer”

Quiet Day at Stanbrook Abbey, Wass
led by Mother Joanna Jamieson

Friday 20th–Sunday 22nd April:  Swanwick Conference – details to follow

Bespoke flowers for 
weddings, parties & 
functions, birthdays 
& ann ive r sa r ie s , 
business contracts, 
funerals & sympathy, 
Or.... ‘just because’.

Pick up the perfect 
present for yourself 
or others from our 
range of gifts & 
interior furniture, to
home and garden 
a c c e s s o r i e s .

KATE
MELL
FLOWERS

www.katemell.co.uk

01937 841415
Facebook.com/KateMel l

Twitter.com/KateMellFlowers

160  H IGH STREET
BOSTON SPA | LS23 6BW
info@katemell.co.uk

It would be remiss of me to pretend that Joan had reached the end of her working 
life, for retirement simply meant that she had more time to give to worthy causes. 
During her employments she had been heavily involved in the Boy’s Brigade of which 
she was Vice President, and had held many offices in the church including Church 
and Circuit stewardships, as well as Sunday School Teacher / Superintendent.

Following retirement Joan and Allan made a chance visit to The Gambia where she 
happened to go to the small town of Brikama where they visited the local Methodist 
school. It was during this visit that they felt called to assist in the efforts to build new 
classrooms.  As District President of Methodist Women in Britain, she raised money 
for two projects: Martin House and the building of a classroom at Brikama (this project 
grew over time to twelve classrooms and a fresh water system). Some 16 years later 
and much of it as a widow, the project was completed, thanks largely to ‘Mama 
Gambia’, as she was known at the school. Currently, as Secretary of the Women’s 
Fellowship (WFG) and as a Church Steward, she still keeps her hand on the plough. 
Will she ever give up? Arthur

O Lord, you sometimes speak in whispers.
O Lord, you sometimes speak in silence.
O Lord, you often speak in Scripture.
O Lord, you always speak in Jesus.

Singing the Faith 158, © Christopher Idle
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The Oberammergau Passionsspiele (Passion Play)
In the 17th century the thirty years’ war took place (1618-1648) in central Europe and 
was one of history’s most devastating. As a result of the war, poverty and disease 
was widespread and thousands died as a result of the plague.  In the small Bavarian 
village of Oberammergau alone there were 80 deaths. During this time of suffering 
the citizens of Oberammergau made a sacred pledge that every 10 years they would 
perform a “Play of the Suffering, Death and Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ” if 
God would protect them from the plague. Legend has it that after the vow was made, 
there was not even one further case of Bubonic Plague in the village and those town 
members that already were afflicted recovered.

The promise was fulfilled for the first time during Pentecost in 1634 and every 
10 years since, the villagers of Oberammergau have 
continued to implement their pledge with the exception 
of 1940 when the play was cancelled due to World War 2.

This tradition has continued over 4 centuries with only 
residents of Oberammergau permitted to actually take 
part. The participants devote a year of their lives to re-
enact the life, death and resurrection of Jesus. All of the 
people taking part in the Passion play are ordinary people 
who carry on pursuing their normal everyday lives such as 
doctors, teachers, housewives etc. All the main speaking 
parts have always been filled by actors who were born in 
Oberammergau or have lived there for at least 20 years. 
This custom has remained throughout the 380 years since 
this world-famous Passion Play was first performed.

Even though the play is in German, people from around the world, many of them 
not religious, come to experience the fascinating way the town comes together to 
perform the Passion Play. It is estimated that more than half a million visitors went to 
Oberammergau in 2010 to see the play.

Originally the play was performed in the parish church which soon proved to be 
too small and it was then held in the Church graveyard. Over the years there were a 
number of changes and in the 18th century, when the graveyard venue became too 
small, the play was moved to a nearby field with a new stage having to be built each 
year. Eventually towards the end of the 19th century a permanent stage was built with 
outstanding acoustics and seating for approximately 4000 spectators. The present 
day stage looks very similar but has been enlarged from time to time and renovated 
to include comfortable seating, underfloor heating, and modern toilet facilities. It is 
wheelchair accessible and has a seating capacity for an audience of more than 4700.

In addition to the 21 main cast roles about half the inhabitants of Oberammergau 
devotedly re-enact the story of Jesus. None of the participants see themselves as 
professional actors and all have normal jobs but see the honour of taking part in the 
Passion Play as a reward in itself.

Preparations for 2020 have already started. In 2019, by Ash Wednesday, all 
participants, according to tradition, will start growing their hair and the men will grow 
beards; and by autumn 2019 rehearsals for the Passion Play will begin. Only those 
portraying Romans do not have to grow beards.

A group, from Tadcaster Circuit and the NE Yorkshire District, led by Revd Steve, 
will be taking a trip to see the 2020 production. The experience of the Passion Play will 
be the culmination of a 7-day trip that will also take in the cultural delights of Venice 
and Verona whilst staying on the shores of beautiful Lake Garda. There are still a few 
spaces left on the tour, which includes a local pick-up, and flights from Manchester 
Airport, please speak to Revd Steve or use the link from the Boston Spa church 
website (www.bostonspamethodistchurch.org.uk) for more details. It would be great 
if you could join us for this ‘once in a lifetime’ experience – a powerful performance of 
Christ’s Passion which only takes place once every 10 years.



Lunchtime concerts at Boston Spa
On the second Friday of every month (except August), we hold a concert at 1pm, 

with light lunches being served from 12 noon. Over the years, we  have been 
entertained by a wide variety of stunning performers, with yet more booked

for the coming months. Concert admission is £5. Why not join us?

Friday 13th April 2018
Malcolm Galloway gives an organ recital

Born in Leeds – an inspirational musician

Friday 11th May 2018
John Wallis Music Hall and Variety
Chat, song, comedy – great entertainer

Friday 8th June 2018
Emma James singing popular songs

Glamour, warmth, beauty – a true professional

Friday 13th July 2018
The Saltmarshe Duo  – Steven Goulden, tenor 
and Amy Butler, piano
Outstanding musicians – a sheer delight

Boston Spa Methodist Church
www.bostonspamethodistchurch.org.uk
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SKELF FRAMES LTD
Picture framers with over 25 years’ experience

Unit 15a, Station Estate
Tadcaster LS24 9SG
Tel: 01937 530623
www.skelfframes.co.uk

Also find us at Wetherby market every Thursday

Bobbins
Ladies & Gents

Specialist Alteration Service

166 High Street, Boston Spa   Tel: 01937 844722

MA

Andrew Morgan
OPTICIANS

170 High Street
Boston Spa, LS23 6BW
Tel: 01937 849933

A. J. Morgan, B.Sc., M.C.Optom.

2019 World Scout Jamboree 
David Bulls’ grand-daughter, 
Kiera Ford, has been given a 
‘once in a lifetime’ opportunity.

As a scout from the 1st 
Coulsdon troop, in Surrey, she 
has (after a tough selection 
process!) successfully been 
chosen to represent the UK at 
the 2019 World Scout Jamboree 
in West Virginia, USA. This is a 
huge international scouting event, 
which 40,000 scouts from across 
the world (4,000 from Britain) 
will attend, to celebrate different 
cultures and to make new friends.

To make this possible, Kiera 
needs to raise funds to cover 
travel expenses etc.; not only for 

herself but also to support scouts who are attending from less affluent countries.
She would like to ask you if you would consider sponsoring her? Donations can be 

given via Revd Steve but also, she asks if you would consider using ‘Easyfundraising’ 
to help with this. This is a way of giving money when you shop on line (at over 3000 
retailers) – through this scheme every purchase you make over the next year will raise 
funds for Kiera’s cause but will not cost you anything extra. Please visit the link below 
for further details – https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/kieraford/

Thank you so much for your support.
Catherine Ford (proud mum!)

Maxwell Decorators
Plastering and high-class decorating at affordable prices

OVER 30 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE • DISCOUNTS FOR OAP’s
REFERENCES SUPPLIED IF REQUIRED

For a no-obligation quote, contact Maxwell Decorators today on
07871 361835 (Mobile) or 0113 450 1143 (Office)

28 Elmhurst Close, Shadwell, West Yorkshire LS17 8BD
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Queripel and Kettlewell
Chartered Accountants, Chartered Tax Advisers
and Registered Auditors

Preparation of Accounts
Tax Returns v Tax Advice v Tax Planning

Phone Paul Queripel on 01937 541770
The Barn, Hall Mews, Boston Spa, LS23 6AA

179b High Street, Boston Spa   Tel: 01937 845779

Vanessa Jude Supershop
Newsagents and deliveries

Confectionery p Greetings cards p Stationery

Mobile phone top-ups

Dry cleaning service

DOUGLAS YEADON
HARDWARE of BOSTON SPA

for all your DIY and household needs

169 High Street, Boston Spa
Tel: 01937 842338

www.douglasyeadonhardware.co.uk

..... and rumours of wars
Time was, a country knew when it was at war. There was a formal declaration of war, 
or some seriously hostile act equivalent to a formal declaration of war. The war itself 
should then be subject to internationally-recognised standards, like those of the 
Geneva Conventions of 1864, 1906, 1929 and 1949. 

How the world has changed in our lifetimes! We are supposedly a world at peace, 
but what we mean by “peace” depends on what we mean by “war”. Since 1945 there 
have been around 250 different armed conflicts in different parts of the world. Some of 
them are still going on and show no signs of stopping. Members of our armed forces 
have died in action in almost every year since 1945.

We now have to come to terms too with other kinds of “war” – civil wars, trade wars, 
cyber wars, sanctions and so on. A week ago Sergei Skripal and his daughter Yulia 
were struck down by a deadly nerve agent and are at present critically ill in hospital in 
Salisbury. Others who came into contact with them were also affected. Donald Trump 
wants to impose penal import duties on steel and aluminium sold into the U.S.; these 
will have a serious impact on British steel production and employment, and there is 
talk on both sides of “tit for tat” sanctions. The United Nations call for a cease-fire in 
the Damascus suburb of Eastern Ghouta has largely been ignored and desperately-
needed supplies have not got through.

The gospel-writers record that Jesus spoke about times like these during his last 
days in Jerusalem. (He said then that the end had not yet come. You can read about 
it in Matthew 24, Mark 13 and Luke 21.) What should we do? We should recognise the 
gulf between the secular everyday view of the world and life, and the Christian view. 
With God’s help we should try to live out our beliefs every day. We should pray for the 
many suffering in so many ways. And in spite of what we hear about some of them, we 
should support those organisations trying to make the world a better place.

Dennis

Boston Spa Methodist Church
invites you to a

Traditional Cream Tea
on Friday 20th April
Tea served from 3- 5pm

Tickets £8:00 from Carmen Ashton 01937 841077
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Methodist Women in Britain
Yorkshire North and East District Conference

Cober Hill Scarborough 2018
Water of Life, Water for Life, this was the theme for this year’s conference, led by 
Sandra Goodwin (Connexional MWiB President) and by Janice Clarke, (District MWiB 
President).

The weekend which was attended by Jackie, Sue, Heather, Clare and Diane, 
was challenging and thought provoking as we looked at water and climate change 
and the effect this is having around the world.  A world in which water like here, has 
been privatised, and therefore is a commodity to be sold to those who can afford it.  
Unfortunately, there are many across the world who cannot afford to buy clean water 
and therefore only have access to disease laden streams to fulfil the very basic need 
of water to drink, prepare food and to clean with.

We watched one clip from Bolivia which showed a family who lived within sight of 
the water treatment works, and in fact had the water pipes to which they could have 
been connected running alongside their house, but as the cost just to have the water 
connected would have been a year’s wages for this poor family, and that was just to 
be connected this wasn’t possible.  The nearest water was a stream at the bottom of 
a steep hill, and this is where they had to carry their water from on a daily basis.

They had lost one child, who had died because of dirty water, and their 10 year-old 
daughter broke all our hearts as with tears running down her face she explained that 
she had no friends, that no one would play or talk to her because they said she was 
dirty. The justification being that the family did not have running water, and therefore 
could not wash clothes so easily, nor themselves or anything else!

We saw people fighting over water, and people making money as they sold clean 
water from jars to those who needed it and hadn’t got.  One mans misery creating 
another mans profit.  We also heard about Cape Town becoming the first city to run 
out of water, and this will happen possibly now in June this year, as the city struggles 
to stretch the limited precious resource that it has left at present.

The statistics for the number of hours many women and children across the world 
spend carrying water are horrific, for example, women in Africa spend 200 million 
hours collecting water a year.  This of course has a huge knock on effect to their 
ability to make a living and be educated, which helps to keep them in poverty – and 
remember that this is not clean water.

So next time you blithely turn on a tap and leave it running you might think about 
this article, and perhaps we could be thinking about what we as a church, or you as 
an individual could do to change things in some small way.  Perhaps consider toilet 
twinning, more info here: https://www.toilettwinning.org/  or donating to water aid, 
more info here: https://www.wateraid.org/uk/

At the end of the weekend we all came away, challenged by what we had heard, 
certainly more knowledgeable and looking for a way to do something, feeling blessed 
through the great fellowship and friendship we had shared, and extremely well fed.  

Perhaps next year ladies you might feel called to come with us.  If you would like any 
more information, please speak to Sue on 01937 842156.

Below is a meditation written by Sue during a Creative Writing Workshop, do feel 
free to use it and share it as you see fit.

Babbling brook, meandering stream,
Flowing river, roaring sea.
Shaping, defining, the planet that we live on.
Bringing us life and quenching our thirst.

Water for drinking, cooking and cleaning,
watering crops and birthing new life.
Gift of perfect goodness given so freely,
but taken by man and turned to a vice.

Children are dying for want of clean water,
Whilst crops fail for lack of a drink.
Man, in his wisdom has taken dominion,
over what the good Lord has chosen to give.

Wars over water, neighbour fighting neighbour,
All for something which we have no right to sell.
What can we do?
How can we stop it?
No one person can do it alone,
but perhaps together our voices are stronger,
Stand up and be counted, shout it out louder.
Water was given for all for life.

written by Sue Jakeman
February 2018

9 Heathfield Lane
Boston Spa

Tel: 01937 843830
Mobile: 07802 762958
REGISTERED GAS SAFE

Franks & Son
Plumbers, Heating Engineers
Gas & Oil Installation

Men’s Group

Boston Spa Methodist Church 
Men’s Group

The next meeting is to be held on 
Wednesday 18th April, 7.30pm

All welcome
Speaker: Tony Burkitt,

Wren’s Churches in London
after the Great Fire
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THE CENTRAL GARAGE
for service you can rely on

A family business established 1926

u  Tyres, exhausts, batteries and brakes
u  Servicing and repairs – all makes
u  Courtesy cars available
u  MOT testing

153 High Street, Boston Spa, LS23 6BH
Tel: 01937 842283  Fax: 01937 849001

YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT SERVICE CENTRE

a

Independent Family Funeral Directors in
Boston Spa, Tadcaster and surrounding areas

ESTABLISHED OVER 100 YEARS

Private chapel of rest
Golden Charter prepaid funeral plans

Tel: 01937 842574/07773 226045
Email: nickbarker1@btconnect.com

24 HOUR SERVICE

I love to count the offering,
one never knows what lies within the plates and bags of offertory
– what have we here? Now let us see! 
For “humbled” is the word, for me to see the generosity of folk
who dig so very deep to give that money every week. 
But, other things within the plate! I stand there, and with laughter shake!
Sometimes I can’t believe to see the offering’s variety! 
Empty wrappers cause a fuss; used tickets from the local bus;
in foreign coins – a tidy sum, I’ve even found some chewing gum! 
And, while I count, my dinner waits but once I found within those plates,
from one who knew I’d peckish be – a chocolate coin, just for me! 
You know, within my mortal puff among the cash, and other stuff
I would not find it very odd to find an IOU to God! 
So, thank you, people, from my heart, to those who from their money part;
and thanks to all and everyone who make a boring job such fun!

Acknowledgement: Nigel Beeton is editor of ‘The View’, the parish magazine of St Mary with 
St Peter, Bury St Edmunds. To relax from these duties, he enjoys “messing around

with words”, writing poetry ranging from the comic to the more reflective.

On counting the offering, tedious job, not always!
[submitted by Jim Murison]

Easter Chicks
Just look at these little cuties. Knitted 
by Jackie Faulkner (and others) to raise 
money for church funds, these chicks 
hatched chocolate cream eggs.
We are lucky to have so many people 
within our congregation using their time 
and talents for the benefit of our church.
Our sincere thanks to them all.
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YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT MERCHANT

KIRBY BUILDERS
MERCHANTS

Specialist supplier of natural landscaping materials 
including natural stone paving, decorative aggregates, 

hardwood sleepers and timber decking

Inglebank, High Street, Boston Spa
Tel: 01937 843493

www.kirbybuildersmerchants.co.uk

v Reclaimed Building Stone

v Logs and Kindling

v Bricks, Blocks, Sand and Cement

v Driveway Block Paving

v Timber, Plywood and Fencing

v Insulation, Plasterboard and Plaster

v Clothing, Tools, Fixings and Fasteners

Amanda Buch M.C.S.P., BSc(Hons)
CHARTERED MUSCULOSKELETAL PHYSIOTHERAPIST

Registered with the Health Professions Council

Physiotherapy & Sports Injury Clinic
Now at TrainFX Health Club, Thorp Arch Estate, Wetherby LS23 7BJ

Tel: 07968 051012   Email: amandabuchphysio@me.com 

Evening and weekend appointments available
Registered with BUPA, PPP and all major insurance companies

Fine and exclusive gifts for all occasions.
Free gift wrapping service

Open Monday–Saturday, 9am-5pm

Gifted

182A High Street, Boston Spa, LS23 6BT   Tel: 01937 541600
www.giftedbostonspa.co.uk   info@giftedbostonspa.co.uk

Mulberry Cottage, New Mill Lane, Clifford, LS23 6HN   Tel: 01937 843935

PETER NORMAN
Plumbing & Heating Limited

ESTABLISHED 1993

The Plumbers’ 
qualification Qualified



“Passionate travel people for people passionate about travel...”

We have been in business now for over 30 years providing custom bespoke holidays 
and, while we embrace the latest technology, we believe just four simple words are 
the key to our continued success.
Knowledge: Every member of staff is highly-trained and incredibly well-travelled: 
we believe that our clients deserve as much first-hand knowledge as possible and we 
are pleased to be able to give them just that.
Experience: Our staff members are passionate about travel and regularly attend 
training events, conferences and educational overseas visits to increase our 
knowledge. Between us, we have more than 100 years’ experience in the industry.
Service: We feel that clients who put their trust in us deserve the highest levels of 
personal service and, quite simply, that is what we give them. Anyone can use the 
internet to make a simple booking, but we aim to give much more and call on our own 
extensive knowledge, personal contacts, specialist operators and experience to get 
the right holiday for each individual client.
Inspiration: Don’t know where to go? Not a problem: we love a challenge and, 
after consultation to establish your requirements, we will come up with a selection of 
suggestions to inspire you.

Paul J Dayson
Partner

85 High Street, Boston Spa   01937 845678   www.spa-travel.com

Spa Travel
No Ordinary Travel Agent


